Message

From: Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]

Sent: 2/9/2018 10:42:06 PM

To: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]

Subject: BB - Draft CMS - Congressman Quigley

Attachments: 18-000-1787.Draft Response.Quigley.docx; 18-000-1787.Bristol Bay Congressman Quigley.pdf

Thank you for sharing the Cantwell et al. letter Palmer.

I'm attaching a draft CMS response to Congressman Quigley, and would appreciate feedback on the following questions.

Ex. 5 AC/DP

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer
U.S. EPA, Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140
{(206) 553-6382

NS

From: Hough, Palmer

Sent: Friday, February 09, 2018 1:32 PM

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Herbst, John
<herbst.john@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>;
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Ortiz, Michael <Ortiz.Michael@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Shoemake, Neverley
<shoemake.neverley@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Whitley, Annie <Whitley.Annie@epa.gov>
Subject: FYl - EPA 2-8-18 response to the 10-11-17 BB letter from Cantwell et al

FYl -

The response includes this paragraph:

“After careful consideration of comments received in response to the Federal Register notice and during
numerous public meetings and two public hearings in Alaska. EPA Administrator Pruitt announced on
January 26th his decision to suspend the Agency's process to withdraw proposed Clean Water Act
restrictions, leaving them in place while we solicit more information on the potential mine's impact (as

laid out in their December 2017 permit application) on the region's world-class fisheries and natural
resources. This decision neither deters nor derails the application process of Pebble Limited
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Partnership's proposed project. The project proponents continue to enjoy the protection of due process
and the right to proceed. However, their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes
the risk to the Bristol Bay watershed and its critical resources may prove to be unacceptable. EPA
intends to solicit additional public comment on the impact of the mining application on the existing
proposed determination to better inform the permit review.”

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist
office: 202.566.1374

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T)

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460
wiww.enasov/wetlands

ED_004466_00003255-00002



